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Facllitating Consultation

Though regulations.gov is the central hub, U.S. regulators play an active role in
soliciting comments from the public

Agencies are required to respond to every “significant comment”, strengthening
accountability

On EPA’s website, we offer guidance on how to write effective comments that can make @
difference in our final regulatory decisions

Be concise, explain viewpoints with alternatives and use specific examples
Describe impacts of the proposal that may not have been considered
Offer alternative data or evidence that may not have been considered

Follow all deadlines and rules



Engagement with a Purpose

Concrete Example: Paraquat Dichloride

In 2016, EPA analysis identified a potential link between the herbicide and Parkinson’s
disease, consistent with other recent studies

Initial proposed rule included several new regulations, including a prohibition on hand-held
distribution equipment

A number of comments from stakeholders — both for stricter regulation and for less stringent —
were submitted

Compromise: prohibition dropped; additional warning label information now required (2018)
along with packaging restrictions (2020), and a dye must be added to the herbicide to more
easily detect leaks

Public input significantly affected the outcome



Collaborative Policymaking

Like the rest of the U.S. Government, EPA doesn’t limit public consultation to just
proposed rules, regulations or other legal instruments

Stakeholder engagement is a crucial part of an effective regulatory framework

Regular meetings with advisory groups, private sector representatives and civil
society

Feedback from outside government leads to smarter, more effective, non-
discriminatory rules and regulations



Public Participation Guide

EPA’s Public Participation Guide

Designed for government agencies that manage
processes where public input is important to
decision-making

Flexible enough to be used outside government

Available in multiple languages, including Arabic
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